
Species: Flathead species (all flathead species other than Dusky Flathead)  

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 20 to 10 in total (all flathead other than Dusky Flathead) 

Oppose 

Comment:  Sand flathead are very rarely encountered by spearfishers  however they have a very 
high value to recreational line fishers and we can understand their desire to keep 20 especially for 
people that don’t get to fish very often such as on the odd weekend or during holidays.  

Species: Yellowfin Bream (Acanthopagrus australis), Black Bream (Acanthopagrus butcheri) and 
Tarwhine (Rhabdosargus sarba) 

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 20 to 10 in total 

Oppose 

Comment:  Very important recreational species. If the catch rates are not shown to be declining 
then why reduce the bag limit just for the sake of it.  

Species: Tailor (Pomatomus saltatrix) 
Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 20 to 10 

Support 

Comment: Tailor are rarely speared by spearfishers and are seen in lower numbers than previously 
encountered.  

Species: Blue Swimmer Crab (Portunus armatus) 
Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 20 to 10  

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Without a decline in catch per unit of effort bag limits should remain un-changed. There 
are gear restrictions which limit the number of dillies/pots which restricts catch rates.  

Species: Trevally (all species) 

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 20 to 10 in total 

Support 

Comment: Trevaley is a very slow growing species which still has not recovered since the collapse in 
stocks. The commercial take should also be reduced.  

Species: Luderick (Girella tricuspidata) 

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 20 to 10  

Oppose 

Comment: Spearfishing catch rates have remained stable for the last ten years as shown by the 
USFA index.  

Species: Dusky Flathead (Platycephalus fuscus)  
Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 10 to 5 



Oppose 

Comment: Dusky flathead are a very important recreational species that already has effective limits 
particularly only being able to take one fish over 70cm which protects breeding females.  

Species: Snapper (Pagrus auratus) 

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 10 to 5 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Spearfishers have very minimal impacts on snapper as they are extremely difficult to 
spear. They are one of the most iconic recreational species and more should be done to maintain the 
species without reducing bag limits. Commercial fishing for snapper should be restricted to line 
fishing only (drop lines and hand lines). Banning snapper traps would make a huge improvement. 
The wire the traps are made of can cause damage to any snapper that escape especially juveniles as 
well as any other non-target or juvenile species. Also issues with ghost fishing if they break off and 
high mortality rates of un-wanted or undersized fish that are put back especially out of deep water. 

Also need to look at improving in shore and estuarine nursery areas for snapper and reducing 
pollution and high nutrient runoff in those areas.  

Species: Mahi Mahi (Dolphin Fish) (Coryphaena hippurus) 

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 10 to 5 

Oppose 

Comment: Mahi mahi are a fast growing highly fecund species capable of sustaining high fishing 
pressure. However we would consider supporting it as long as the limit of one only over 110cm is 
removed.  

Species: Grey (Rubberlip) Morwong (Nemadactylus douglasii) and Jackass Morwong (Nemadactylus 
macropterus)  

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 10 to 5  

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Spearfishers have minimal impacts on these species especially jackass morwong that 
have only been speared a handful of times in southern NSW. This is mainly due to the depths that 
they live in. 

Species: Yellowtail Kingfish (Seriola lalandi)  

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 5 to 2 More Information 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Kingfish have recovered well since floating king fish traps were banned.  

Species: Cobia (Rachycentron canadum)  

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 5 to 2 More Information 

Strongly Oppose 
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Comment: Cobia are a fast growing pelagic species that are only in NSW for a short time travelling 
down the coast with the warmer water.  

Deep Sea Species: Blue-eye Trevalla (Hyperoglyphe antarctica), Banded Rockcod (Bar Cod) 
(Epinephelus ergastularius), Hapuku (Hapuka) (Polyprion oxygenios), Bass Groper (Polyprion 
americanus) and Gemfish (Rexea solandri)  

Proposal: Reduce the combined deep sea species group bag limit from 5 to 2 for Blue-eye Trevalla, 
Banded Rockcod, Hapuku and Bass Groper: and retain a separate species bag limit of 2 Gemfish and 
recreational boat limit of 10 Gemfish More Information 

As spearfishers these fish would be impossible for us to spear. However line fishers spend a lot of 
money chasing these fish. They are a long way offshore and in very deep water which are big 
restrictions. They also need near perfect conditions to get out there and minimal current to get the 
baits down. More policing should be done especially during the gemfish spawning runs off Browns 
Mountain Sydney and other aggregation sites.  

Species: Spanish Mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson) and Spotted Mackerel (Scomberomorus 
munroi)  

Proposal: Change bag limit to 5 in total with a maximum of 2 Spanish Mackerel More Information 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: These are a fast growing pelagic species in NSW that only has a limited season when they 
can be targeted.  

Species: Wahoo (Acanthocybium solandri)  

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 5 to 2 More Information 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Again these are a fast growing pelagic species in NSW that only has a limited season 
when they can be targeted.  

Species: Mangrove Jack (Lutjanus argentimaculatus)  

Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 5 to 2 More Information 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: What research is there to indicate that mangrove jack need bag limit reductions. You only 
need to go for a snorkel along the inside of the river mouths from the Maclay River Nth to encounter 
very healthy populations.  

Species: Teraglin (Atractoscion aequidens)  
Proposal: Reduce bag limit from 5 to 2 More Information 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: These fish are rarely taken by spearfishers due to the depths that they live in. However 
they are really susceptible to barotrauma and are often an incidental catch when targeting  snapper 
and other bottom fish. If the bag limit is reduced the fish would just get thrown back dead or to die 
soon later due to injuries sustained while being brought to the surface.  
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Other recreational bag limit options/proposals for specified species or groups of species 

Species: Tunas – Yellowfin (Thunnus albacares), Longtail (Thunnus tonggol), Albacore (Thunnus 
alalunga) and Bigeye (Thunnus obesus) More Information 

Option 1 - Strongly oppose 

Comment: The current bag and size limits are adequate given the limited opportunities to chase 
these species far offshore. Spearfishers have almost no impact on these species and neither do line 
fishers when compared to long liners and purse seiners. 

Option 2 - Strongly oppose 

Comment: The current bag and size limits are adequate given the limited opportunities to chase 
these species far offshore. Spearos have almost no impact on these species and line fishers only 
have a small impact when compared to long liners and purse seiners.  

Species: Billfish – Marlin (Striped, Blue and Black), Sailfish, Spearfish and Swordfish (Species of 
family Xiphiidae and Istiophoridae) More Information 

Option 1 - Introduce a combined species group bag limit of 1 (i.e. 1 billfish per person per day) 

Oppose 

Comment: Spearfishers take marlin so rarely that getting more than one species would be highly 
unlikely but the opportunity should not be denied.  

Option 2 - Introduce a combined species group bag limit of 1 and boat limit of 2. 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: The opportunities for spearfishers to take billfish are extremely rare and spearfishers do 
not have the option of tag and release. Also you are rarely in constant contact with all the crew 
members making it possible to go over the boat limit without realising. 

Option 3 - Introduce a combined species group bag limit of 1 and boat limit of 1. 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: The opportunities for spearfishers to take billfish are extremely rare and spearfishers do 
not have the option of tag and release. Also you are rarely in constant contact with all the crew 
members making it possible to go over the boat limit without realising. 

All species of marlin should be recreational only especially as they can be hard to distinguish once 
trunked. They are also such an important recreational species.  

Species: Sharks and rays  

Note: The bag limit options proposed for Tiger, Mako, Smooth Hammerhead, Porbeagle, Blue, 
Thresher and Whaler shark species are in addition to the bag limit options proposed for other shark 
and ray species. More Information 

Species: Tiger, Mako, Smooth Hammerhead, Porbeagle, Blue, Thresher and Whaler shark species 

Option 1 - Neutral 

Comment: Speafishers do not generally target sharks and are actively encouraged not to do so. 
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Option 2 – Neutral 

Species: All other shark and ray species 

Option 1 – Neutral 

Option 2 - Neutral 

Species: Baitfish species 
Proposal: Change bag limit of small baitfish to 100 combined for the following group of species – 
Australian Anchovy, Australian Sardine (Pilchard), Blue Sprat (Bluebait), Sandy Sprat (Whitebait), 
Maray (Round Herring) and Southern Herring More Information 

Neutral 

Comment: Spearfishers do not target baitfish. However if It spreads the effort over more species it 
should be beneficial.  

Miscellaneous bag limit options 

Issue: Combined Saltwater Finfish Bag/Possession Limit More Information 

Option 1 - Introduce a total combined daily catch limit for recreational species of 20 finfish per 
person per day. 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Detrimental to our competitions, which are sport and recreation proven to be 
ecologically sound and sustainable. We catch a diverse range of species placing minimal pressure on 
any one. Also a lot of smaller species provide a limited feed especially for people who do not live 
near the water or only get to go spearfishing /fishing occasionally. 

Option 2   

Strongly oppose 

Comment:  Detrimental to our competitions, which are sport and recreation proven to be 
ecologically sound and sustainable. We catch a diverse range of species placing minimal pressure on 
any one. Also a lot of smaller species provide a limited feed especially for people who do not live 
near the water or only get to go spearfishing /fishing occasionally.  

Issue: Default/General Bag Limit 
Proposal: Reduce default bag limit from 20 to 10 for species that do not have a prescribed bag limit 
More Information 

Strongly opposed 

Comment: As spearfishers we target a lot of species that do not fall under prescribed bag limits. Also 
what scientific justification do you have for the reductions.  

Species: Mahi Mahi (Dolphinfish)(Coryphaena hippurus)  

Proposal: Remove the minimum size limit of 60 cm and size limit restriction of only 1 fish over 110 
cm More Information 

Strongly support. 
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Comment: Mahi mahi are an extremely fast growing species with high fecundity.  

Species: Murray Cod (Maccullochella peelii peelii)  

Proposal: Reduce the bag limit of Murray Cod from 2 to 1 and the possession limit from 4 to 2: 
introduce a catch and release requirement for all Murray Cod caught over 80 cm: and permit the 
taking of up to 1 Murray Cod per person during the closed season within listed recreational 
impoundments that are reliant on stocking and/or have lower recruitment potential More 
Information 

Neutral 

Comment: Spearfishers are not permitted to spear in non-tidal waters at this time 

Species: Australian Bass (Macquaria novemaculeata) and Estuary Perch (Macquaria colonorum)  
Proposal: Extend the spawning closure for Australian Bass and Estuary Perch in all NSW waters from 
3 months to a 4 month period from 1 May to 31 August to protect early migrating bass from 
excessive fishing pressure More Information 

Neutral 

Species: Trout [Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), Brown Trout (Salmo trutta), Brook Trout 
(Salvelinus fontinalis)] and Salmon [Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar)] fishing rules 

Comments are sought from the community on trout/salmon bag and size limits, the trout/salmon 
fishing season and rod, line and gear restrictions for trout and salmon. Note one specific proposal is 
to reduce the bag and possession limit for trout in general inland waters (areas not notified trout 
waters) from 10 and 20 to 5 and 10 respectively, so as to bring the limits in line with those for 
general trout streams and dams. More Information 

As an introduced species in Australia spearfishers should be allowed to take these and other 
introduced species especially carp and red fin. Spearfishing is very selective with no bycatch so 
native species could easily be avoided.  

Issue: Marking of set fishing gear 

Proposal: Change gear marking requirements for recreational nets and traps to: the fisher’s initial, 
family name, year of birth and residential postcode (rather than full name and home address) to 
deal with concerns over potential security risks More Information 

Support 

Comment: Important security consideration.  

Issue: Use of crab catching apparatus (crab traps, hoop/lift nets and witches hats)More 
Information  

Proposal 1: Reduce the number of witches hats/hoop/lift nets from 5 to 4 and increase the number 
of crab traps from 1 to 2 More Information 

Neutral 

Proposal 2: Restrict the night time use of witches hats/hoop/lift nets in saltwater 

Note: Night time setting means one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise More Information 
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Neutral 

Issue: Dip or Scoop Net 

Proposal: Introduce a maximum handle length of 1.5 metres for dip or scoop nets used in NSW More 
Information 

Neutral 

Issue: Fin clipping More Information 

Option 1: Recreational fishers be required to fin clip all saltwater species retained that have a bag 
limit of 5 or less. 

Strongly oppose. 

Comment: Made obsolete in Queensland due to inefficiency, do not need to clip lobster, 
professional lobster fishers also support that this is not required for lobsters due to tags. 

Option 2: Recreational fishers be required to fin clip specified high value species (e.g. Snapper, 
specified tunas, Yellowtail Kingfish, specified deep sea species, Spanish Mackerel and Mulloway) 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: Made obsolete in Queensland due to inefficiency, do not need to clip lobster, 
professional lobster fishers also support that this is not required for lobsters due to tags.  

Issue: Trans-shipping of fish 

Proposal: Prohibit trans-shipping of fish species from one boat to another when on any waters by 
persons where the fishing activities that resulted in the catch are subject to NSW recreational fishing 
rules More Information 

Strongly oppose 

Comment: What happens in the event of a breakdown? Also as spearfishing involves getting in and 
out of a boat numerous times and there may be several boats in a group picking up different divers 
at different times this is un-workable for us.  

Issue: Use of shrimp traps and yabby traps in freshwater 

Proposal: Permit fishers to lawfully take yabbies caught in a shrimp trap and shrimp caught in a 
yabby trap More Information 

Strongly agree 

Comment: Although not a spearfishing issue the USFA believes this to be a common sense decision.  

Issue: Use of hoop nets in Lake Lyell, Lake Wallace and Googong Dam to take yabbies 

Proposal: Permit the use of up to 5 hoop/lift nets per person to take yabbies in Lake Lyell, Lake 
Wallace and Googong Dam More Information 

Issue: Bow fishing for carp 

Proposal: Permit bow fishing for carp in certain, specified inland waters More Information 
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Strongly agree 

Comment: – Another method of eradication of introduced species. Very surprised that this is not 
already legal as any method that can solely target carp should be encouraged.  

Also recommend introduction of spearfishing for introduced and noxious freshwater species ie carp. 
Spearfishing is very selective and can be highly effective in eliminating large numbers of carp. In the 
USA they run environmentally friendly spearfishing competitions where carp are targeted and 
removed in large quantities. These competitions could be organised in conjunction with permits and 
conditions lodged and established with DPI.  

Such competitions are popular overseas and are government sponsored so should be encouraged in 
NSW (ie Hawaiian invasive fish comp, rocky mountain carp tournament, numerous competitions 
through USA freshwater impoundments  

Other Comments 

Spearfishers are prepared to support bag limit reductions where they are clearly needed as has 
occurred in the past with protection for Grey nurse sharks, black cod and blue grouper. However we 
are very concerned that the majority of the proposed bag limit reductions are not based on science. 
If current catches are sustainable then bag limits should not be reduced. If not enough is known 
about the status of a species then clearly the research needs to be undertaken so that an informed 
decision can be made. 

The illegal fishing/ black market selling of fish can in no way be used as justification to reduce bag 
limits. They are criminals that break the law so bag limit reductions will have no effect and only 
punish law abiding fishers/spear fishers that do the right thing. This is where more policing and 
harsher penalties should be used instead.  

If there is going to be a reduction in bag limits due to evidence showing a decline in stock levels then 
the reduction should include commercial fishers as well. 

Mulloway - This is a species that should have been included. Too many fish are being caught before 
they get a chance to breed and we would strongly support a change to 2 only with a min size of 
70cm. We would also like to see temporary closures on commercial fishing for mulloway 
immediately after flood events where the fish can be easily targeted, especially in rivers and along 
ocean beaches close to major river mouths. 

Lobster – Why is there no increase yet for recreational fishers, and hasn’t been reviewed for over a 
decade. Strongly recommend raising bag limit from 2 to 5. 

 Commercial take increase from 89 to 144 tonnes, with further increase expected in 2013.  

 Biomass research indicates increase by 30%.  

 Recreational support for maximum size to protect breeding stock already provided 

 DPI have informed TACC committee of decreased recreational effort 

 Recreational fishers restricted by law ( no pot in excess of 10 metres depth) and physiology 
(free diving beyond 15 metre) from access to 80-90% of the available fishery 

 
Abalone –Raise bag limit from 2 to 5. 

 Commercial abalone fishers through ABMAC support the proposal of a recreational increase 
to 5. 

 The fishing bans have been lifted due to stock recovery. 

 2 abalone is hardly enough to feed one person let alone a family. 



 
Indigenous bag limits – Increase without scientific or general public consultation 

Red Banded Morwong – Requires further research and consultation.  

Commercial Trapping/bottom netting Industry – Destroying Red Banded Morwong and Blue Throat 
Wrasse populations. Activity should be removed in NSW with both species being listed as 
recreational only. There have been a lot of reports from spear fishers of localized depletion of these 
two species in areas where they have been commercially targeted for the live fish market. 

The use of fish traps is also a major concern. What happens to non-target or juvenile species that are 
brought up in traps especially in deep water. What are the mortality rates due to barotrauma 
injuries etc?  

In the event that Dpi proposes to limit any species that is not listed in the discussion paper then DPI 
should hold meaningful consultation with any affected stake holders, and in particular spearfishers 

Critical information that is important for fisheries managers and decision makers to understand 
when making/determining any proposed rule change on spearfishing is the natural restrictions 
that we encounter such as: 

 Weather Dependent 

 Water depth 

 Physically limited by natural ability 

 Types of reef 

 Boat Traffic 

 Currents 

 Water Visibility 

These are all major limiting factors on spearfishing. 

Marine Park Restrictions – All NSW water should have universal bag, catch and size limits. Not self 
imposed Marine Park restrictions that are not in consultation with NSW Fisheries. Example slipper 
lobsters are not able to be taken in Jervis Bay Marine Park despite them being very common in the 
area with a two per person per day limit elsewhere in the state. 


